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I Originally from Hong Kong but having graduated
in architecture from UC Berkeley, Winnie Yue has
managed a wide portfolio of development projects
in both the US and Hong Kong over the years, and
being an internationally-acclaimed architect, she
has many insights to share when it comes to design
aesthetics. Determined to give back, in 2015, she
founded the International Design Furniture Fair
Hong Kong (IDFFHK), received positive feedback

from the industry in the process.
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design are inseparable, and good designers draw inspiration from almost every aspect of life, no matter how seemingly

small. Founder of IDFFHK Winnie Yue shared with us her insights about design and the highlights of the second

edition of IDFFHK.
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riginally established to bridge the gop between culiure

and creativity, the International Design Furniture Fair Hong
Kong (IDFFHK) was launched in order to advocate for the indusiry and
enhance the appreciation of design between both industry veterans and
amateur designers alike. And following a successful first event in 2015,
the sophomore installation of the tradeshow — called IDFF2017 for short
— returned to high praise in August. This year's event featured a diverse
range of international and locally-renowned designers and architects,
all eager to exhibit their works or even host an informative talk, drawing
crowds in the process.
This year, the fair was divided info three sessions, namely the signature
Dialogue Speakers Series, spectacular Gallery Showcases and unique
Design Exhibitions. The event was held in conjunction with world-
leading design fair IMM Cologne, which Yue views as a particular
honour. “The person in charge of IMM Cologne visited the IDFF2015
event, at which time we discussed the possibility of a collaboration.
Since then, I've also been to Germany to further exchange ideas with
them,” she enthuses. Yue also believes the success of this partnership
speaks volumes about the role Hong Kong plays in Asia’s booming

design industry.
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Impressive in size, visitors to IDFF2017 might be surprised fo learn
that this world-class event was actually managed by a relatively
small team, and Yue drew on her experience to ensure the fair was
sleek and well produced. “When | worked in a large company in
the US, my team actually consisted of only four members of staff,
yet we were able to complete the job in a much more efficient way
than larger teams. Because we were in constant communication, we
were able to maintain high standards of work and finish the project
without spending too much time waiting approvals from above.
| wanted to adopt the same approach for IDFF2017, and while
many unexpected miscellaneous tasks arose as we were organising
the event, it sharpened the team’s approach, ensuring they were
methodical and defail-oriented in everything they do.” She added.
Never one to claim all of the success. However, Yue was also quick
to assert that this year's event was widely enrichened thanks fo the
ongoing support she received from both local and infernational
designers, who were eager to work together to improve industry

standards.



IDFFHK2017 was held at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre with Mrs. Carrie Lam, Chief Executive of Hong Kong,

as the officiating gue

During the event, Yue was also keen o emphasise that luxury isn't
just for the fortunate few, introducing her own personal take on
Redefining Luxury, which was the main theme of IDFF2017."In
my mind, luxury is a sftate of mind, and it shouldn't depend on
popularity or price,” explain Yue. In her eyes, luxury can be
achieved through a combination of materials, aesthetics and the
origins of a design, all of which come together into one perfect
piece that a person then can be treasured as a luxury. Price should
not be the only factor in the equation. As a result of this approach,
Yue also believes home interior designs should be unique, and
can easily be viewed as luxury based on your needs. “There’s no
golden rule for design. | believe you should follow your heart,”
she smiles.

The designer brings this personal philosophy fo everything she
does, and is eager to stress that herifage can also help redefine
luxury. And despite being an international design fair, IDFF2017
featured a series of presentations that are rich in local culture. Two
such examples,award-winning architect William Lim’s debut Das
Haus Asia’s ‘18m2'IDFF2017 featured a series of presentations
that are rich in local culture. Founder and principal designer of
PAL Design Group Patrick Leung curates 10CC which reflects the

personal insights about people's daily lives in Hong Kong.

. Visitors and designers are delighted to have cultural and creative exchange in such a grand environment

Having been to many worldleading design fairs over the years,
Yue is keen fo capiure this experience and heritage, transforming
it info an incubator for ideas. As such, she fully intends to continue
to invite designers from all over the world to participate, sharing
their thoughts and helping position Hong Kong as the leading
design hub in Asia.

So, does Yue have any final words of advice for Hong Kong's
up-and-coming new designers? She offers a warm smile, saying
they should cultivate their personal taste in life every single day,
because this will help build their experience. She also encourages
young designers to broaden their horizons by conjuring up their
own personal global vision, and fo think outside of the box in
order fo achieve their goals. It would seem Yue's philosophy could

apply to all walks of life, not just the design industry. 4



